Early-Middle Iron Age

The Neolithic and earlier Bronze Age was dominated by the evidence for burial and ritual – these mediate our views of everyday life during those periods.

But in this period, as in LBA, all this changes. The archaeological record has few burials and constructed ritual sites but is now dominated by settlements.
Power, that was once rooted in control of the ancestors and exotic goods reflecting extensive networks, now appears located in control of the land and its subsistence products.

These are major social changes for which we have only weak explanations. Perhaps the increase in population made possible by almost 3 millennia of agriculture combined with a worsening climate created severe pressures in terms of getting enough to eat and the fuel to stay warm. Many uplands had turned into relatively unproductive heath and peat bogs.

The introduction of iron-working around 700 BC is a particularly important change. But there is very little evidence of it for many centuries.
Human remains:

few formal burials : new finds are increasing the number but there remains a significant difference in quantity between the Early Bronze Age and the Iron Age
· Cist & finds from Moredun, Edinburgh 
· Dunbar weapon cist– at E end of cist a disarticulated skeleton + pin, swept to that end when 2nd inhumation + spearhead, sword (underneath body along line of backbone) & pin. 
· Newbridge chariot – radiocarbon dates suggest 5th century BC
· Bronze scoops from a burial at Burnmouth, Berwickshire : the individual was extended  and also accompanied by an iron knife and a joint of pork; radiocarbon cal 210 BC - 0 AD 
but, as in LBA,  human bone found in many situations that we would not consider appropriate and treated in ways we find unusual –

· bones of an adolescent from Hornish Point, North Uist : the body had been divided into four and these parts buried in separate pits under the floor of a wheelhouse
· bones from Hillhead, Caithness; Rispain, Wigtownshire & Forse, Caithness : these may represent trophies acquired through warfare
Settlements:
Settlement types include:

hilltop enclosures

· Traprain Law + plan
· Eildon Hill North

· Barry Hill

· The Chesters

· Reconstruction of ramparts at Brown Caterthun

some are vitrified

· Enclosure wall at Abernethy

· reconstructed rampart : Yorkshire TV & on fire
houses similar within and without

· ringditch house reconstruction

· Archaeolink replica of Monymusk – wattle & daub +thatching

· Archaeolink replica of Monymusk – two views of inished house

souterrains

· Newmill, Perthshire

· Crichton, Midlothian

· Souterrain & settlement, Pitcur, Angus

brochs

· Dun Carloway, Lewis + reconstruction

· Gurness ap

· Gurness broch village

· Lowland broch – Edinshall, Berwickshire

wheelhouses

· Cnip, Lewis
crannogs

· Ardanaseig, Loch Awe

· plan - Milton Loch, Kirkcudbrightshire

· two reconstructions

Settlement assemblages give us a better sense of every day life:

· Stool from Howmae, North Ronaldsay, Orkney
· Bone spoons: Borness Cave, Jarlshof & Ashgrove Loch

· Whalebone cup: Clibberswick, Shetland
And there is the appearance of agricultural activity in the form of fields and tools as well as products

· cord rig

· rotary querns: Netherrton of Comisty, Aberdeenshire ; Balmaclellan 

· plough parts : Foshigarry, North Uist
· spades from Falla, Midlothian (iron); Bac Mhic Connain, North Uist (whalebone)

Craft activities, 
eg. weaving:

· spindle whorls – stone & bone 
· long-handled bone comb from Newstead, Roxburghshire
But much of Scotland is virtually aceramic for the whole of this period  except for:

· very crude pottery found on lowland sites – Traprain Law, East Lothian
· only in Hebrides, Caithness & Orkney were there decorated pots of some quality : various sites on Coll; Dun Ardtreck, Skye
There is a marked contrast between the wealth of bronze objects in the Late Bronze Age and the dearth of iron objects in the Early Iron Age.
Limited iron objects 

· Ring from LBA hoard from Balmashanner, Angus : probably the oldest piece of iron in Scotland
· Axe from Traprain Law, East Lothian : copies the form of LBA socketed axes even though the bronze axes were cast whereas the iron one has to be forged
Metalworking evidence appears in Middle Iron Age : very little evidence for metalwork in the Early Iron Age
· crucibles from Traprain Law, East Lothian
· pin + mould from Traprain Law, East Lothian
· mount + mould from Traprain Law, East Lothian
· spear-butt mould from Minehowe, Orkney
· ingot moulds from E Lomond Hill, Fife & Bac Mhic Connain, North Uist
· bronze ingot from Edinshall, Berwickshire
Introduction of glass occurs at this time : there is, though, a need to distinguish between glass-making (not done in Scotland) & glass working (is done in Scotland)
· glass beads

In the Iron Age bronze continues to be used but now principally for decorative pieces

· massive metalwork from NE Scotland
· some copying in other material, eg bone mirror-handle, copying more elaborate examples in bronze, from Bac Mhic Connain, North Uist
Among all this metalwork there is evidence for continuing contacts with areas to the south:

· Bronze & enamelled terret from Auchendolly, Kirkcudbrightshire
· Celtic coin from Galadean, Selkirkshire (x 2)
· Torc terminal from Netherurd, Peeblesshire & Snettisham (x 2)
· Harness mount from Eckford, Roxburghshire
· Gaulish coins from Netherurd, Peeblesshire

Pre-eminently, this remains a period for display, and particularly display relating to military matters:

weaponry

· scabbards – Bargany, Ayrshire : the scabbard from Bargany still retains the sword blade within; the crease across the scabbard reflects the fact that it was folded (?”killed”) before burial; Mortonhall, Edinburgh + details (x 3)
· chape – Glencotho, Peeblesshire : a chape is the metal fitting at the bottom of a scabbard that stops the sword piercing the the scabbard
· sword guard – Scarce Law, Berwickshire
· carnyx from Deskford, Banffshire: a reconstruction of this carnyx has been made and used musically to great effect + reconstruction 
· scenes on the Gundestrup cauldron from Denmark show carnyx in use 
horse gear

· Pony cap from Torrs, Kirkcudbrightshire : this major piece was once in the collection of Sir Walter Scott
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