Early Bronze Age
The evidence is still dominated by information from burial and ritual – these continue to mediate our views of everyday life. Two key events, probably linked: the arrival of metal & the introduction of single burial

Burial first:

· short cists, Gairneybank
· short cist, North Mains

· round cairn, Sketewan – some times the final phase of complex monument
· ring cairn & small cairn covering central cist, Sketewan
· kerb cairn, Kneep

Beakers:

· Newmill group

· Bathgate

· Bruchaig, Ross

· Crawford, Lnk – with metal ring

· Culduthel

Food Vessel

· Kineff, Kinc – with metal rings

· Cowdenhill, W Lot & N Mains, Per – same maker

· Meadowsweet

Urns

· Gourlaw pot + bone mount

· Sandnmill, Stranraer – metalworker’s grave?

· Glenballoch, Per

· Mawmill, Kinross

· Magdalen Bridge pot + razor

· Balneil pot + associated objects

Big cists, high status, old men

· Masteron cist x 2 + clay luting

· Masterton plan

· dagger + armlets + jet necklace

· Blackwaterfoot dagger

· Broomend of Crichie ox hide

Ritual landscapes with rich burials : Kilmartin : controlling metal from Ireland
· Kilmartin map

· Poltalloch jet necklace x 3

· Melfort armlet + jet – bits of 5/6 necklaces – could have been strung but wouldn’t have looked elegant
· Glebe Cairn & pot (2)

· Barloisneach

· Duncraigaig x 2

· Badden cist slab

· Ri Cruin slab with axe carvings

Metal

· Ashgrove dagger & reconstruction – to show imagination needed

· Auchnacree : mixed hoard tools, weapons & ornaments

· Colleonard x 2 – axeheads only unhafted

· Migdale – mainly ornaments, some from Central Europe : wide networks connnecting the powerful

· Auchentaggart

· Poltalloch & Stranraer halberds – now certainly weapons of war

· Crawford Priory & Whitehaugh spearheads

· battle axes – Broomend of Crichie, Chapelton, Lnk, Longniddry

· Bush Barrow gold plate

· Law Farm jet copy

Acquisition of exotic materials : gold, amber, jet, lead & faience 
· Gold hair-ring - Orbliston

· Jet bead – Harehope
· Jet & lead necklace, West Water
· Faience beads - Findhorn

Later Bronze Age
The evidence for later Bronze Age is dominated by hoards but before we turn to them I want to look briefly at:

Human remains:

These have dominated our evidence for the EBA but now are rare indeed. There are few formal burials but increasing evidence for cremations on sites like stone circles
· Gold armlets from Alloa, Clackmannanshire

· Gold armlets & pot from Duff House, Banffshire 
but human bone is also found in many situations that we would not consider appropriate and treated in ways we find unusual 

water

· human bones were among the finds recovered with LBA material from Duddingston Loch, Edinburgh

caves

· Covesea, Moray : in the cave decapitated heads of children, perhaps wearing gold hair rings, were hung up 
Hoards:
LBA hoards range widely in size

· Glendale House, Skye : 2 axes

· Dalduff, Ayrshire : weapon + tools

· St Andrews, Fife : weapons + tools + ornaments; largest hoard from Scotland > 300 items

Metalworking in LBA : apart from finds at Traprain Law, the best evidence comes from sites in the north and west where finds of actual bronze objects are rare

· axe moulds from Jarlshof, Shetland

· sword mould from Jarlshof, Shetland
· anvil, Kyle of Oykel, Sutherland

· repaired sword, Carn Dearg, Isle of Muck

Hoards give some hints of changing practices, eg.
woodworking – first appearance of specialist equipment eg.

· curved knife, Point of Sleat, Skye
· socketed chisel, Kirton of Kingoldrum
to place alongside more general tools eg.

· bronze axe, Skye

Among all this metalwork there is evidence for continuing contacts with areas beyond Scotland:

Ireland

· Gold hoard from Easter Ross

North Sea & Central Europe

· Bronze bowl fragments and amber from Adabrock, Lewis

· Bronze necklet from Braes of Gight, Aberdeenshire

Pre-eminently, this is a period for display, and particularly display relating to military matters:

weaponry

· LBA swords – Arthur’s seat, Edinburgh : this period sees the introduction of the slashing sword (previously there had been only thrusting weapons) and this might be combined with the use of horses in warfare

· LBA spears – Murrayfield, Edinburgh; Denholm : the Denholm spear is an example of spearheads that are too large for effective use except as display pieces. 
· LBA shields – Auchmaleddie, Aberdeenshire : experiments have shown that these bronze shields provide no protection against even a single sword blow and they are consequently assumed to be for display

big feasts : the giving of feasts and the ownership of the appropriately impressive paraphernalia was an important way of building and maintaining the support of the war band

· cauldron from Hatton Knowe, Peeblesshire : cauldrons are generally seen as for meat

· flesh hook from Killeonan, Argyll

· bucket from Flanders Moss, Stirlingshire : buckets are generally seen as for drink

· ladle from Corrymuckloch, Perthshire

· cups from Glentanar, Aberdeenshire

