Scottish Tourist Guides Association   Blue Badge Training

Study Skills for Core Knowledge Courses  2008-10

Learning for a task:
· Preparing

· Exploring

· Implementing

· Reviewing 

Preparing

· What are the learning outcomes of a course?

· Know the key sources & materials

· How much time can you allocate?

· Strategic overview: getting a feel for the woods before entering the trees!

Exploring

· Identify the key issues, questions, ideas

· Selective reading & note taking (purposeful)

· Synthesizing across materials, formats, sources

· Aim: understanding prior to producing the assessed piece of work

Implementing

· Answer the question!  

· Plan & produce an outline structure ( proforma)

· will it demonstrate a grasp of the identified learning outcomes?

· Will it demonstrate understanding of the question as set?

· Write the essay! 

Reviewing

· Tutor feedback: what areas need working on – where could you do better, and what worked well!

· Look back on the whole process – could anything be improved / changed to the way you went about preparing, exploring, implementing?

· Remember it  for the next time!

500 word essay – due 31 March 2008

Select and research an aspect of Scottish Identity – something that signifies Scotland for you. Write a 500 word essay explaining the reasons for your choice. Include at least 3 references showing your research.

Explain  - why is it appealing? 

Is it unique to Scotland? 

What makes it uniquely Scottish? 

(Give reasons for your choice)

The Paperwork What you must submit with your written work
· Cover Sheet

· Declaration

· Proper Referencing

Background information 

· Avoidance of Plagiarism

· Marking Schemes and what they mean

References – sources you can use
· Newspaper/magazine

· Book

· Web

· Any existing, published source for which you can identify: author, title, date, publisher and place of publication

· Use the Harvard system in a Bibliography (an alphabetical list of all sources consulted)

Why Referencing?
· So that your sources can be checked and followed up on

· As a way to ensure your work is original

· To avoid plagiarism

Harvard system - Books

Brooks, L. (2008) Ten Easy Steps to a Grade A Essay , 10th ed. Edinburgh, Unbelievable Press.

References in essay when quoting: 

“....Brooks has said that students who reflect on written feedback from their tutors and consider the writing process tend to succeed....”(Brooks, 2008, page 942 )

Harvard system – Articles

An article in a book:

Famous-Author, A. 2008.  How I learned to stop worrying and love Bibliographies. In  R. Newlands, C. Gillen, and L. Brooks, eds. The STGA Survival Guide Edinburgh: Basement Publishing, xi-xxiv. 

An article in a journal:

Brooks, Loura W. 2008.  Plagiarism and how to avoid it.  Journal of Amazing Educators. Volume 1, pages  111-118. 

Harvard System – Web Sites

· http://www.stgaisfantastic/articles/Brooks.how.I.got.

an.A.on.my.tour.plan.htm ( accessed 15 March 2008)
