The Unseen Literature and Culture Essay

A Few Pointers

For the purposes of this exercise I have produced five topics of which you should only choose one. There is no word limit for this piece so I’ll be expecting a reasonable amount of words in the time available (1hr) but it’s the quality that matters more than the amount.

Read over the options carefully before diving in. A particular topic may appeal to you initially but think for a moment about whether you have enough material to fill the time. The best thing is to make a list of the points that you would want to make. That should give you an idea about whether you should proceed with it.

Most of the options do not directly emanate from the lectures but rather ask you to respond from your own experiences and attitudes. For that reason it is difficult to give you specific advice. As I said to you on Friday evening, what I really want to see is evidence of your ability to formulate ideas and opinions in writing.

However, there are some general points that can be made. If you are writing about a book, do not spend too much time “retelling the story”. The chances are that I know it already but just in case I don’t, a very brief summary is all that I require, allowing you to get on to the things that matter such as: the author’s point of view; the language; his or her success in persuading, enchanting or whatever. And, of course, your opinions and responses must have pride of place.

I have borne in mind the fact that there are students of other nationalities than Scots in the class and I have included one option exclusively for them but all other questions are do-able.
Above all, I want to tap into the multifarious, technicolor, outrageous, original vortex of your thoughts and feelings. And you don’t need to swot up for that.

Good luck.

Tom
