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For this course you can choose to write an essay EITHER on Physical Environment OR Landscape Interpretation. For each essay, you are requested to complete an essay planning proforma which your tutor will give you feedback on before you commence writing the final essay.  

The due date for essays on Landscape Interpretation is 12.11.08

The due date for essays on Physical Environment (Geology) is 27.5.09

Choose ONE of the following:
Landscape Interpretation Essay Questions

In addition to including a good cross-section of site references, you should:

· Illustrate your answer by discussing in detail at least six contrasting, geographically-scattered sites –  3 from Highland Scotland and 3 from Lowland Scotland (one example for Highland Scotland may be drawn from the islands, but this is not obligatory unless specified).

· Focus on the period from c.1,000 AD to modern times unless otherwise specified.

NB:

· Please read the questions carefully and be sure you understand exactly what you are asked to do. 

· If your essay does not answer the question directly, sadly you cannot pass – however good a piece of work you have produced. 

· This course focuses first and foremost on what can still be seen in the landscape.

· Essays should start from the visible landscape evidence, show awareness of the limitations of that evidence, and draw upon written sources only as supporting evidence
1. With reference to surviving landscape evidence, compare and contrast the role of geography, geology, glaciation and climate on the nature and distribution of medieval and later settlement in a) Highland Scotland and b) Lowland Scotland.

2. Explain what you understand by ‘landscape history’ and ‘cultural landscapes’, describe the key elements that contribute to creating those landscapes, and discuss (with well-chosen examples) to what extent surviving evidence may enhance or limit our understanding and interpretation of settlement landscapes, Highland and Lowland.
3. With reference to surviving landscape evidence, compare and contrast a) burghs and b) planned villages with particular regard to their origins, purposes, layout, distribution and subsequent development.

4. “Scotland’s vernacular rural buildings show remarkably distinctive regional variation and diversity.” Analyse this statement with reference to surviving landscape evidence from medieval to modern times, Highland, Island and Lowland.

5. Compare and contrast the evolution of Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dundee, and provide a detailed assessment as to how this can be understood and interpreted through surviving landscape features.

Physical Environment Essay Questions

Your essay should include examples of several relevant sites - describing the rocks found there and discussing how the what is seen on the ground links with the main theme of the essay.

1. Discuss how the topography of Scotland and the shape of our coastline results from the diversity of Scotland's rocks. Describe the key periods of Scotland's geological history that have formed the rocks of Scotland. Discuss how key features of our geological history, such as fault lines and terranes are responsible for the large scale differences in our coastline and topography, and how on a contrasting rock types produce varied topography and coastline on a more local scale.

2. For ONE of Scotland's cities, describe the geological events which have created the city's bed rock and the erosion and glaciation that have formed the landscape of the city. To what extent has the underlying bedrock influenced human use of the area?

3. Describe how volcanic activity and magma intrusion has been responsible for the creation of many of Scotland's rocks. Discuss how different types of magma rising to the surface have produced different kinds of rocks and different landscape features.

4. Describe how the closure of the Iapetus Ocean and the building of the Caledonian Mountains have been the key period in Scotland's recent geological history, responsible for the creation of many of Scotland's rocks and the general shape of the land.

5. For ONE mountain range in Scotland (e.g. Cairngorms, Northwest Highlands) describe the geological history of the area and the different factors that have formed and eroded the rocks. Discuss how the nature of the bedrock has been responsible for the scenery of the mountain range.
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