Office of Lifelong Learning Extended Common Marking Scheme

This is used for Core Knowledge and Regional Studies Courses

A 1
(90-100%) An answer that fulfils all of the criteria for ‘A 2’ (see below) and in addition 

· Shows an exceptional degree of insight and independent thought
· Demonstrates flair in tackling issues
· Is of publishable quality, in terms of scholarship and originality.
A 2
(80-89%) An authoritative answer that provides a fully effective response to the question. It should 

· Show a command of the literature and an ability to integrate that literature and go beyond it

· Achieve a high quality of analysis early on and sustain it through to the conclusion

· Use sources accurately and concisely to inform the answer but not dominate it

· Demonstrate a critical and committed argument, mindful of other interpretations but not afraid to question them

· Be very well-written and presented - its use of English and presentation should be commensurate with the quality of the content.

A 3
(70-79%) A sharply-focused answer of high intellectual quality. An essay in this band should

· Adopt a comprehensive approach to the question and maintain a sophisticated level of analysis throughout

· Show a willingness to engage critically with the literature and move beyond it, using the sources creatively to arrive at its own independent conclusions

· Be very well-written and presented.

B 

(60-69%) A very good answer that shows qualities beyond the merely routine or acceptable. Within this range a particularly strong answer will be given 67% or over; a more limited answer will be given 63% or under. An essay in this band should

· Address the question and the sources directly and fully

· Show a critical engagement with other authors’ work and make  effective use of the whole range of the literature

· Contain no significant errors of fact or interpretation

· Develop a coherent analysis/argument proceeding to a convincing conclusion

· Be without major blemish in the quality of the writing and presentation (especially referencing).  

C    (50-59%) A good answer with elements of the routine and predictable. Within this range a stronger answer will be given 57% or over; a weaker answer will be given 53% or under. An essay in this band 

· Should be generally accurate and firmly based in the reading

· May draw upon a restricted range of sources but should not just re-state one particular source. Other authors should be presented accurately, if rather descriptively

· Should demonstrate no serious weaknesses in the coverage of the topic and the relevance of the material

· May contain occasional factual errors and misunderstandings of concepts  but this should not be a dominant impression

· Should show a generally good quality of writing, referencing and presentation.

D 
   (40-49%) A passable answer which understands the question, displays some academic learning and refers to relevant literature. Within this range a stronger answer will be given 47% or over; a bare pass will be given 43% or under. An essay in this band 

· Should be intelligible and in general factually accurate, but may well have deficiencies such as restricted use of sources or academic argument, over-reliance on lecture notes, poor expression, and irrelevancies to the question asked

· May give a general impression of a rather poor effort, with weaknesses in conception or execution. It might also be the right mark for a short answer that at least referred to the main points of the issue.  

E 
(30-39%) An answer with evident weaknesses of understanding but conveying the sense that with a fuller argument or factual basis it might have achieved a pass. It might also be a short and fragmentary answer with merit in what is presented but containing serious gaps.

F
(20-29%) An answer showing seriously inadequate knowledge of the subject, with little awareness of the relevant issues or literature, major omissions or inaccuracies, and pedestrian use of inadequate sources.

G 
(10-19%) An answer that falls far short of a passable level by some combination of short length, irrelevance, lack of intelligibility, factual inaccuracy and lack of acquaintance with reading or academic concepts.

H 
(0-9%) An answer without any academic merit which usually conveys little sense that the course has been followed or of the basic skills of essay-writing.

