Marks and grades: Core Knowledge
Assessment criteria

When your work is being marked, tutors will consider four key criteria:
· Knowledge

· Argument and Analysis

· Language and Expression

· Referencing, Bibliography and use of illustrations. 

The table below describes what tutors consider for each of these. 

	Criterion 

	What to consider
	Extra notes for students

	Knowledge
	Range: How wide is the range of material informing the text?  Is it comprehensive or limited in scope? Has the reading been well or poorly assimilated? Has the essay covered sufficient sources? Are there significant omissions? Is the material relevant?
Command of material: Does the essay show a good command of the sources?  Does the student show original insights/evidence of independent thought? Is the command adequate? Or perhaps the essay betrays too great a dependence on the sources and may even be vague or uncertain? Is the material used accurately?
Awareness of scholarship: How good a grasp does the student have of the critical debates/issues associated with the topic?  


	Have you read widely enough and does your answer show that you understand what you have read and studied in class? 

Have you applied your knowledge well, avoiding too much description? 

Do you show an awareness of different approaches?  

	Analysis & Argument
	Focus on question: To what extent does the text focus on the question? Does the answer display an awareness of the complexities involved or is the focus diffuse and uneven? Does the student do what the question asks for (compare/contrast, explain, discuss etc)?
Clarity of structure: Is the structure coherent or prone to lapses, ambiguity or repetition? Does the structure follow a logical sequence? Is there a clear introduction and conclusion?
Analytical skills: How critically astute is the essay? Does the argument/discussion demonstrate a critical appreciation of the question? Does the text display a tendency to a descriptive account? Are key concepts appropriately deployed? Is the conclusion compelling?
Evaluation of evidence: Has the student demonstrated compelling use of evidence? Is the evidence incorporated in a sophisticated way or deployed spasmodically? To what extent does the evidence support the argument? Is it used accurately?


	Do you answer the question?

Does your essay have a clear introduction, middle and end?* 

Do you manage to really get to grips with the question, or do you tend to stop short at describing different approaches or issues?

Remember that you need to show how you know something – and you need to evaluate how reliable your evidence is.   

	Language & Expression
	Clarity & accuracy of expression: How clear and precise is the writing?
Grammar & syntax: Is the syntax erratic/weak or sophisticated? Is the grammar correct or prone to error?

Spelling: Is the spelling accurate, occasionally erroneous or seriously defective?
Fluency of writing: Is it easy to follow the writer’s line of thought, and the flow of the argument? 

	

	
	
	

	References & Bibliography 
	Accuracy & consistency of referencing: Are there references and illustrations where appropriate? Is the referencing consistent?
Accuracy & consistency of bibliography: Is there a bibliography?  Is it complete and organised correctly?
Use of tables/illustrations: Has the student used and properly referenced illustrative material where appropriate?
N.B. Failure to acknowledge sources properly via in-text references and bibliography can lead to a reduction of marks in essays.
	Please note: references and a bibliography are not required in unseen assessments. 

Remember to refer to the section on bibliographies and references earlier in this guide. 


* An introduction would tell the reader what the essay is going to be about, and how the question will be tackled. A middle would engage with the question and be divided up into several paragraphs, with each paragraph containing (1) a substantive point or idea followed by (2) some development of it. An ending should briefly tie everything up, stating the conclusion reached and give some evaluation of the essay’s main issue.

Marking schemes

Your unseen and seen assessment will each be given a percentage mark, and you will be given an overall percentage and grade for the course.  The table below shows the percentages, grades and descriptions used. 

	Assessment Mark
	Grade
	Description

	90 –100% 
	A1
	Excellent

	80 – 89%
	A2
	Excellent

	70 – 79%
	A3
	Excellent

	60 – 69%

	B
	Very Good

	50 – 59%
	C
	Good 

	40 – 49%
	D
	Pass

	30 – 39%

	E
	Marginal Fail

	20 – 29%
	F
	Clear Fail

	10 – 19%
	G
	Bad Fail

	 0 – 9%
	H
	Bad Fail


