[image: image1.png]



For this course you can choose to write an essay EITHER on Human Landscapes or Natural Landscapes. For each essay, you are requested to complete an essay planning proforma which your tutor will give you feedback on before you commence writing the final essay.  
Human Landscapes Essay due: 27.7.09

Natural Landscapes Essay due: 27.5.09

In addition to including a good cross-section of site references, you should:

· Illustrate your answer by discussing in detail at least six contrasting, geographically-scattered sites –  3 from Highland Scotland and 3 from Lowland Scotland (one example for Highland Scotland may be drawn from the islands, but this is not obligatory unless specified).

· Focus on the period from c.1,000 AD to modern times unless otherwise specified.

NB:

· Please read the questions carefully and be sure you understand exactly what you are asked to do. 

· If your essay does not answer the question directly, sadly you cannot pass – however good a piece of work you have produced. 

· This course focuses first and foremost on what can still be seen in the landscape.

· Essays should start from the visible landscape evidence, show awareness of the limitations of that evidence, and draw upon written sources only as supporting evidence.

___________________________________________

1. Compare and contrast the structure, function, location and distribution of pre- and post-Reformation abbeys, cathedrals and churches across Scotland, and critically assess the difficulties we may face in interpreting surviving evidence. 

2. Explain and assess the relevance of geography, geology, glaciation and climate to industrial development, travel and communications across mainland Scotland, and discuss how and why surviving evidence may not be a sure indicator of how these activities have changed and developed over the past 1,000 years.

3. Compare and contrast the visible evidence for pre- and post Improvement field systems and agricultural and forest landscapes (excluding farm/croft buildings) in both Highland and Lowland Scotland, and explain how, why and to what extent surviving evidence varies across the country and impacts on our understanding of these activities over the past 1,000 years.

4. Compare and contrast the structure, function, location and distribution of defensive fortifications in both Highland and Lowland Scotland, and assess the extent to which surviving evidence affects our understanding of their one-time role and importance.

Human Landscapes (contd)

5. Select from anywhere in Scotland a single block of around 1000 grid squares on an OS 1Inch or 1:50,000 map (eg 35 x 30, 55 x 20, 75 x 15) so as to include a wide range of sites relating to all the main themes covered in this course. 

Describe, explain and analyse the cultural landscape of your selected area with particular (but not exclusive) reference to any 2 of the following themes: defence & fortification; ritual & religion; agricultural landscapes; industrial development; travel & communication. (Please include a photocopy of your map extract highlighting with all sites discussed, but do not simply list the sites as part of the essay!)

Natural Landscapes

1. Write an essay on the Wildlife must tells, should tells and could tells of the Edinburgh or Glasgow    areas, justifying why you have put each species into its category.

2. Discuss the natural world and its influence on the artists of Scotland.
3. To what extent does Scotland's nature conservation legislation work?
4. “Species reintroduction is a waste of money and time.” Discuss.

5. Write an essay discussing what you think is  Scotland's most iconic species. Justify your choice.
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