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For this course you can choose to write an essay EITHER on Art and Architecture OR Literature. For each essay, you are requested to complete an essay planning proforma which your tutor will give you feedback on before you commence writing the final essay.  

The due date for essays on Art and Architecture is 12.11.08
The due date for Essays on Literature is 27.7.09
Select ONE of the following:

Art and Architecture:
1) Select one work of art (painting, sculpture, metalwork, embroidery, etc) produced in Scotland and provide a visual and cultural analysis.  Your discussion should include for whom the work was made, if known, and account for what it is made from.

2) Select two works of art produced in Scotland and compare them visually and culturally.  What are the significant similarities and differences, and provide possible reasons for this, based on close observation.

3) Describe the cultural and architectural issues that influenced the development of the Scottish tower house from mediaeval times to the nineteenth century Scottish Baronial style. (You may include sketch plans, if you wish) 

4)”...the multitude was so enflamed, that neither could the exhortation of the preacher, not the commandment of the magistrate, stay them from destroying the places of idolatry...” John Knox, 1559.

Using this event as a starting point, assess the effect of the Reformation on how we now interpret the visual arts in Scotland.  Use three works of art to illustrate your discussion.

5)
Describe the architectural style, buildings and


influences on the work of one of the following architects:

· Sir William Bruce (you may include his landscape designs)

· Robert Adam

· William Henry Playfair

· Alexander 'Greek' Thomson

· Charles Rennie Mackintosh

· Sir Robert Matthew

· Benson & Forsyth

· Richard Murphy

Literature:

1
“Whatever your taste, pious, gay, melancholy, bawdy; he will write a poem for you, apt and elegant. The first gift of such a poet is verse technique and Dunbar is unfailingly brilliant.” 

(W.H Auden)

Using the poems that we have discussed in class and any others that you have read for yourselves, discuss the content, language and poetic artistry of William Dunbar you are under no obligation to agree with Auden’s assessment but, whatever your opinions may be, you should offer convincing textual evidence for your judgements.

2
“No’ wan in fifty kens a wurd Burns wrote


But misapplied is a’body’s property…”

(Hugh MacDiarmid)

Burns has achieved a kind of international status whereby scraps of his poetry (often misquoted) have become common currency without any understanding or knowledge of the poems themselves. Using a small selection of his work, write an essay making clear some of the main qualities that define for you Burns’s most important qualities.

3
If, as a tourist guide, you were asked to recommend to a non-Scot a selection of literary works (prose and poetry) that provided a reasonably undistorted picture of Scots and Scotland past and/or present, what would you choose?


Do not make the selection too large so as to leave plenty of room for the justification of your choice.

4
“We are the historical nation.”

(David Hume)

From the publication of “Waverley” by Scott, through Galt, Hogg, Stevenson, Buchan and Grassic Gibbon to the present day, serious Scottish novelists have used the history of Scotland as a basis for an investigation of what being Scottish means. Choose one novel or novelist and illustrate with examples how historical fact is exploited in fiction.

5
As an avid reader of twentieth and twenty first century Scottish literature, it is not improbable that you may have a favourite writer who may, or may not, in you opinion, have got the attention you feel he or she deserves. Write an introduction to such a writer providing ample evidence to support your view of the writer’s worth. 
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