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For this course you can choose to write an essay EITHER on Archaeology OR History.

For each essay, you are requested to complete an essay planning proforma which your tutor will give you feedback on before you commence writing the final essay.  

The due date for essays on Archaeology or History is 13.08.08

Choose ONE of the following:

Archaeology:
1.  Choose a major Scottish archaeological site. Describe its key features and explain its wider importance.

Key issues to consider:



What makes this site important
Does it provide specific information that would otherwise be unavailable to us

How does it integrate with wider narratives

2.  Describe the archaeological components of an area of Scotland using predominantly the monuments that remain in the landscape.

Key issues to consider:

What are the significant sites in the landscape

How do they relate, one to another, both in terms of chronology and location

Is there any suggestion that the position or form of some sites have been influenced by surviving sites in the landscape

3. What images can archaeology provide of the prehistoric past?

Key issues are: 

the nature of the archaeological evidence

the absence of written records

the role of scientific techniques in aiding understanding

4. What were the social consequences of the introduction of agriculture and the arrival of bronze?

Key issues are: 

changes in lifestyles promoted by these innovations

changes in burial & religious practices

the role of prestige goods

5.  Describe the major settlement types from the later Bronze Age until the Viking period.

Key issues are: 

regional variations

the variable roles of particular settlement types

the social implications of the settlement types

History :
1. When is it appropriate to talk of a ‘kingdom of Scotland’ in the early medieval period?

2. Why did the Scots win their medieval wars with England in the early fourteenth century? 

3. Choose any monarch from David II to James VII. How successfully did they fulfil the role expected of them by their subjects?

4. ‘A marriage of convenience’. Discuss this view of the Anglo-Scottish union of 1707.

5. Discuss the extent of social and economic change in the Highlands of Scotland c. 1745 – 1845.
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