Early Historic and Viking : Guiding Notes
Picts
Pictish stones are always worth a glimpse if you are touring with a group. Many can be found travelling by car or foot, such as the Eagle stone in Strathpeffer, the stones at Glamis or the Dunfallady stone near Pitlochry. Most of the best ones, however, are now housed in Museums.

Meigle Museum near Coupar Angus off the A94

Open all summer- #2 admission for adults- 01828 640612

A collection under one roof of 26 stones dating from the 8th to the 10th century. 

Sueno Stone, Forres

Accessible with coach. Tallest stone (6.4m high)under glass cover now with interpretation board. A Class III stone with a cross, interlace and a battle scene depicted over 4 segments - some think it represents the downfall of the Pictish Kingdom, or the victory of the Danish  King Sweyn over Malcolm II.

Abelermno Stones

There is a magnificent cross-slab with interlace and a battle scene on the back (? Battle of Nechtansmere) in the churchyard but it is difficult to reach with a coach. However, if you take the back road from Brechin to Forfar, the B9134,  there are 3 beauties on the roadside. It is difficult to park and there is no pavement so it is dangerous. But the coach could slow down to show them off. They are covered over in the winter to protect them. The oldest (7th Century) a class I stone, probably a re-used standing stone, is the Serpent stone, with a serpent, double-disc and Z rod, mirror and comb, and cup-marks on the back. There is a Class II stone (9th Century) with a cross and mourning angels on one side and symbols on the other. The third stone, probably Class I, is very faint.

Easter Ross Pictish Trail

This includes the excavations and exhibition, including newly-discovered sculptured stones, in Tarbat Ness at  Portmahomack. Cross-slabs - in Shandwick under glass; in the church at Nigg; and a newly carved replica at Hilton,   View the whole Trail on http://www.higharch.demon.co.uk/leaflets/PictishTrail.pdf 

Scots

Difficult to find in the archaeological record. However, the capital of Dál Riada was Dunadd which can be seen on the southwest when travelling through Kilmartin Glen. It can be climbed from the Car Park following a path.  Walls, a footprint in rock, carved scoop and boar, ogham and terraces can be found.

Vikings

Mainly confined to the North and West but

If still open Vikingar is an ‘experience’ at  Barrfields, Greenock Road, Largs- 

 01475-689777 

Best site is Jarlshof Prehistoric and Norse Settlement
HS Sumburgh Head, Shetland, 01950 460 112

Complex of 3 acre ancient settlements, one on top of the other. Time span is over 3000 years. Includes fragments of Stone Age occupation, Bronze Age village of oval stone huts, remains of settlement around Iron Age broch, wheelhouses and an entire Viking settlement. A medieval farmstead and 16th-century hall were also built here. Visitor centre with displays on Iron Age life and history of the site.

