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1603-1707

Topic/Session aims:
· To be aware of and able to discuss the significance of the unions of 1603 and 1707.
· To have a broad overview of the nature of the relationship between Scotland and England in the seventeenth century.
· To be able to critically evaluate and discuss the reasons why the Union of Parliaments took place in 1707 and its effect on Scotland.
1603
Death of Elizabeth I of England, James VI of Scotland becomes King of England [James I of England], uniting the two thrones.

1610 
James VI completes his restoration of the Episcopal system of church government in Scotland, restoring bishops to their full powers.

1617- 
Increasing opposition to James' ecclesiastical innovations, particularly the Five Articles of Perth (1618, passed by Parliament in 1621), which sought to re-introduce the observation of holy days and kneeling to receive communion. Increase in (1) the number of people withdrawing from their parish church (2) the number of conventicles [private religious meetings - often either communions or prayer meetings - held outside the confines of the parish church], particularly around Edinburgh and in the west.

1625 
Death of James VI & I, accession of his son, Charles I. In March, Charles caused great unease by issuing a Revocation, which threatened all grants of land, Crown or ecclesiastical, since 1540.

1633 
Charles' first (long awaited) visit to Scotland since his coronation. The Coronation Parliament was marred by disputes over taxation and the linking of acts concerning the Church with the Royal Prerogative. Retributive action resulted, such as the withholding of lord Loudoun's patent for an earldom due to his opposition in the Parliament.

1634 
Balmerino Declaration and trial - Lord Balmerino tried for treason, for speaking ill of the king, merely for having in his possession a document criticising the monarch.

1637
Introduction of the new Service Book (Episcopalian Liturgy), riot in St Giles Cathedral at its first reading in July 1637.

1638 
National Covenant drawn up and signed at Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh in February 1638. Meeting of the Glasgow General Assembly, the first since 1610.

1639/40 
The First and Second Bishop's Wars - the invasion of England by a Scottish army. Signing of the Cumbernauld Bond (1640), a royalist response to the National Covenant.

1641
Outbreak of rebellion in Ireland.

1642
Outbreak of the English Civil War.

1643 
The Solemn League and Covenant, an agreement between the Scottish and English Parliaments, Scots agree to help the English Parliament in their war against Charles I.

1644 
A Scottish army invades England on the side of the English Parliament. A rising begins in the north of Scotland, comprised of an Irish Confederate army led by Alasdair MacColla and royalist forces led by James Graham, Marquis of Montrose. Montrose defeated at Philiphaugh, 13 September 1645.

1647/48 
Royalists gain the upper hand in the Scottish Parliament. Signing by the Scots of an Engagement on behalf of Charles I and a further invasion of England, this time in support of Charles I, army defeated by Cromwell at Preston, 17 August 1648. Small hard-core of the Covenanting Movement seize power.

1649
Parliament banned Engagers and royalists from public office, purged the army and abolished patronage in the church.

1649 
Execution of Charles I in London by English Parliamentarians, England declared a republic, Scots proclaim Charles II [son of Charles I] as king.

1650 
Charles II signs Covenants and comes to Scotland. Oliver Cromwell's army comes north to defeat a Scottish force at Dunbar, 3 September 1650.

1651 
Coronation of Charles II at Scone on 1 January. The Scots stage their fourth invasion of England since 1639, defeated at Worcester, 3 September 1651. Scotland occupied by Cromwellian forces. Charles II escapes to the Continent, in exile 1651-1660.

******

1652
Tender for Union between Scotland and England proposed.

1654
Ordinance of Union passed by the (English) Council of State.

1658
Death of Oliver Cromwell.

******

1660
Restoration of Charles II to the thrones of Scotland and England.

1662
Restoration of Episcopacy by Parliament as the system of church government 'most suteable to monarchie'.

1660-62
32 ministers (out of 37 parishes) in the synod of Galloway, 75 ministers (out of 121 parishes) from Glasgow and Ayr and over half the ministers in Dumfriesshire were ejected from their parishes either for refusing to accept the authority of bishops or for not attending church courts.

1662 
Act against conventicles [private religious meetings] - 'under the pretext of religious exercises, diverse unlawlull meitings and conventicles (the nurseries of sedition) have been keept in private families'.

1663 - 
'The Bishop's Drag Net', imposed heavy fines on those who did not attend their own parish church, designed to combat people preferring the ministry of their 'outed' ministers. Fines collected by the military, beginning of policy of repression particularly in the south west.

1666 
The Pentland Rising, began in Dumfries with capture of James Turner, commander of the government forces; rebels marched to Edinburgh; defeated at Rullion Green on the outskirts of Edinburgh.

1666-73
Policy of conciliation, two 'Indulgences' allow some ministers back into their parishes conditionally.

1673 
Renewal of repression, increasingly large and numerous conventicles in the S.W.; 1677, landlords required to be responsible for behaviour of those on their lands, many in S.W. either unwilling or unable to suppress conventicles on their property; 1678, quartering of the' Highland Host'.

1679 
Murder of Archbishop James Sharp of St Andrews on Magus Moor (3 May), government troops defeated by an armed conventicle at Drumclog (1 June), followed by an armed uprising, Covenanting force defeated at Bothwell Brig (Lanarkshire) on 22 July.

1680s 
Known as the 'Killing Times'. Sanquhar Declaration (1680), Sanquhar Protestation (1685), both issued by a hard-core of the conventiclers and field preachers.

James, Duke of York (the future James VII) in Edinburgh (1679). Number of cultural developments between 1679 and the end of his reign - the foundation of the Royal College of Physicians; the creation of the Physic Garden, the origin of the present Botanic Gardens; the Advocates Library, which became the National Library of Scotland. Foundation of Order of the Thistle.

1685
Death of Charles II, accession of James VII of Scotland & II of England, objections to him as an open Roman Catholic.

1688
Arrival of William of Orange, James VII & II flees, ejection of Episcopalian clergy in S.W. by mob, destruction of Holyrood Abbey [refurbished as a Catholic chapel by James] by an Edinburgh mob. James VII & II sets up a court in exile and attempts to canvas European support for his claim to the thrones of Scotland, England and Ireland.

1689 
William III and his wife, Mary (William and Mary were cousins; William was. the son of Charles I's elder daughter and Mary the eldest daughter of James VII & II by his first wife) offered the crown by the Scottish Parliament. James declared to have 'forefaulted the right to the Crown'. William and Mary rule as joint monarchs.

1690
Restoration of Presbyterianism by Parliament.

1692 
Massacre at Glencoe. Designed to be an example to Highland clans who remained loyal to James VII & II as the ostensible cause was the failure of the MacDonald's of Glencoe to take the oath of loyalty to William and Mary in sufficient time.

1690s
Failure of the Darien scheme for a Scottish colony on the Isthmus of Panama.

1702
Accession of Queen Anne [daughter of James VII & II and sister of Queen Mary].

1707
Union of the Parliaments of Scotland and England.

1714 
Death of William and Mary's successor, Queen Anne [daughter of James VII], without an heir. The succession passes to the Hanoverians, to George, the Elector of Hanover, a German state. The Hanoverian line was Protestant and descended from Elizabeth of Bohemia, the daughter of James VI & I. George I succeeded in preference to fifty-eight closer claimants, all Stewarts and Catholic.
The Union of 1707

July 1700 - Death of Anne's last surviving child.

1701 - (English) Act of Settlement, which settled the succession on the Protestant Electress Sophia of Hanover and her heirs.

March 1702 - Death of William, accession of Queen Anne. Parliament should have been called within twenty days; met ninety days after William's death, by which time the Scottish privy council had proclaimed war on France.

1703 - Election which reduced the support for the court in the Scottish parliament.

1703 - Scottish Parliament passes Act of Security. Succession to be nominated by parliament, of the royal line of Scotland and of the Protestant faith but not necessarily the same as the English succession unless the sovereignty of the kingdom was secured.

1703 - Scottish Parliament passes Act anent Peace and War, reserving the right to declare war to the Scottish parliament.

1705 - English parliament passes Alien Act, which would treat all Scots as aliens in England and which would prohibit Scottish exports to England unless the Hanoverian succession was accepted or a treaty under negotiation by 25 December 1705.

28 June 1705 - Parliamentary session which considers (a) act for treaty with England (b) who should negotiate the treaty. 1 September Hamilton moves that nomination of commissioners should be left to the Queen.

16 April 1706 - Beginnings of deliberations over the treaty.

3 October 1706 - Opening of session of Scottish Parliament.

4 November 1706 - Article One of the Treaty, which dealt with the principle of Union, passed by 116 votes to 83.

12 November - Bill passed which guaranteed the Presbyterian Church Settlement.

16 January 1707 - Treaty ratified by a majority of 43.

19 March 1707 - Treaty ratified by the English Parliament.

28 April 1707 - Scottish Parliament dissolved by proclamation of the privy council.

1 May 1707 - Formal union between parliaments of Scotland and England.

