5.  THE ROMANS IN SCOTLAND

The Roman period was the only time that Scotland was conquered by an imperial power. This "clash of cultures" provides parallels with today's world.

It can be considered in four principal parts:

1. historical outline

2. the Romans as a military culture

3. the effects of Rome on the natives

4. changes in the later Roman period

1.  historical outline

Scotland was a frontier zone in the Roman period:


The Romans invaded Scotland three times between 80 and 210 AD.


Only Lowland Scotland was actually occupied: sometimes it was part of the Empire, at other times it lay beyond the frontier.


This was a military occupation: there were no towns, baths, villas or other trappings of Roman civilian life.

Scotland was invaded on three separate occasions:

c. 80 AD under the governor Agricola; Lowland Scotland occupied at least up to the North Esk, near Montrose; pulled back into southern Scotland c 86 AD, and most of this abandoned by 100 AD

coins record the campaigns in Scotland & northern England

Also literary references:

Tacitus, Histories  I, 2

“Britain was conquered and immediately abandoned”

Tacitus, Agricola (range of references : explore for yourself)

· camps associated with Agricola’s campaign’s

· Military sites in Flavian I

· Elginhaugh plan.

· Gask Ridge : military sites

· Tower on Gask Ridge : artist’s reconstruction

· Military sites in Flavian II – after withdrawal

Hadrian’s Wall’s role needs to be noted.

When Scotland was not occupied, Hadrian’s Wall was the frontier, although some forts in southern Scotland were still occupied to provide a “buffer zone” in front of the Wall. No Roman frontier was ever just a line on the ground but a zone of influence.
 literary references:

S.H.A. Hadrian 11, 2

"Hadrian ... was the first to build a wall, 80 miles long, to separate the Romans and the barbarians"

138 AD under the emperor Antoninus Pius; Scotland up to the Forth-Clyde line was annexed and a turf wall, the Antonine Wall, built from Forth to Clyde to delineate the province. Abandoned apart from a few southern forts in the 160s.
literary references:

S.H.A. Antoninus Pius 5, 4

"Through the governor Lollius Urbicus he defeated the Britons, and having driven back the barbarians, he built another wall, this time of turf"

· Military sites in Antonine period

· Antonine Wall & Rough Castle + annexe : ap

· Antonine Wall : artist’s impression showing fortlet & beacon platform

· Ardoch : forts beyond Wall, re-using favoured sites of the past 

literary references to later problems in the 2nd century AD:

S.H.A. Marcus Aurelius 8, 7

"War was threatening in Britain too ..."

Dio Cassius LXXII, 8

"The greatest war, however, was in Britain. For the tribes in the island crossed the wall that separated then from the Roman army and did a great amount of damage ..." (reign of Commodus)

208-211 AD: a punitive campaign under the emperor Severus and his sons Caracalla and Geta, which ended when Severus died at York.

coins illustrating campaigns in Scotland & northern England

Also literary references:

Herodian III, 14, 1

"... the governor of Britain sent word to [Severus] that the barbarians were in revolt and overrunning the country ..."

Dio Cassius LXXVI, 13

"Severus invaded Caledonia, and ... experienced untold difficulties..."

Herodian III, 15, 6-7

"... [Caracalla] came to terms with the barbarians ..."

· Military sites in 3rd & 4th centuries

2.  the Romans as a military culture

The Roman army that effected these invasions was a totally alien phenomenon in scale, technology, organisation and motives.

· carving of legionaries, Croy Hill

It was a highly organised military machine.

· Inscriptions relating to units : Cappuck

· Paraphernalia of military organisation : 
· i Backing discs for images of the emperor from standards

· ii. medal backing plates with owner’s name

· Ermine Street guard

There were different types of Roman soldier: legionaries and auxiliaries.

Legionary
· armour 

· arm guard

· sword

Auxiliary infantry & cavalry
· swords spear

· horse equipment
Many of the auxiliary troops used local styles of equipment, such as harness fittings.

Roman military equipment was mass-produced, and every soldier would have had a complete set of weapons and armour, in contrast to native warriors.

The Romans’ resources for war were much more advanced than the natives’: for example, they used artillery and had good communication systems, and had a good medical service.

· Artillery & iron catapult bolt heads,

· lead slingshot, clay slingshot, stone ballista balls : Ardoch & Burnswark

· communication systems - obviously roads but 

· trumpet mouthpiece, Castlecary 

· cleanliness

· strigil, Newstead

· medical equipment - hospitals in forts; Greek & Roman medical practices and medicines

· medical equipment

· oculist’s stamp

Normally the soldiers were based in barracks in permanent forts.

· Bar Hill – artists’s impression of fort

· Bar Hill - artists’s impression of headquarters building

· Bar Hill - artists’s impression of bathhouse 

· Bearsden bathhouse

· Durisdeer AP : detachment from auxiliary fort – a century c. 80 men : looking S over Delveen Pass

· cooking pots

· double-edged knife

· wooden spatula

But on the march they would build a temporary fortification every night, and slept in large leather tents.

· panel from leather tent

· reconstruction of Roman tent
The cavalry had special equipment for tournaments and ceremonies, to impress visitors in spectacular shows and build morale.

· parade helmets 
· chamfron + reconstruction 
· Cu alloy saddle mounts + reconstruction drawing 
· parade harness fittings : reconstruction drawing

· leaf shaped button & loop fastener

3.  the effects of Rome on the natives

The Roman Imperial system was equally alien to Scotland.

· Bridgeness slab 
The Bridgeness slab epitomises this point. The inscription records the building of a frontier which cut Scotland in half, an enterprise the scale of which was entirely alien. The left-hand scene of the cavalryman and natives depicts the military conquest and highlights, albeit in a biased way, the difference in material culture between the two cultures, the Roman fully-equipped, the natives naked and poorly armed. The formal ceremony of the right-hand scene is again in total contrast to native ways.

Scale of power - part of an Empire : best expressed through literacy & monuments
· statue base to Mercury and the Emperor, Birrens 

· stamped tile, Carpow

· Traprain alphabet stone 

· leg  of equestrian statue, Milsington


Organisation

· roads : Ingliston milestone - inscription reads For the Emperor Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus Pius, father of his country, thrice consul ..., the first cohort of Cugerni (set this up). From Trimontium ... miles. The Cugerni were from the lower Rhine around Xanten.

· altar from vicus at Inversesk - inscription by Quintus Lusius Sabinianus, Imperial Procurator over-carved by ...lara set up an altar dedicated after a message, gladly, willingly and deservedly

The Inveresk altar comes from a settlement (vicus) outside the fort, and shows the growth of proto-towns to service the Roman soldiers. These towns were alien to the local area: the people were probably immigrants, and when the Romans pulled out the vici went too.

Material culture

· The contrast between Roman Samian & coarse wares (wheel-made and decorated) and native hand-made and undecorated pottery vessel 
· nails - large quantity from Roman sites, almost none from native sites, shows very different building styles; nails from Inchtuthil

The effects of the Roman Empire on native societies were complicated.

This section has two topics: the nature of the relationships between Roman and native; and the uses of Roman material in native society.

Scotland did not become Romanised: people did not dress or talk like Romans, use money or build Roman houses.

· native site finds of coins:

Falkirk, denarii:

It is important to understand the use of money. Everyday change for trading in the Roman period was bronze coinage. However, there is very little of this on native sites: if they have any coins at all, they have silver ones. A silver coin was the equivalent of perhaps 2 days' wages for a soldier - it would not be used for normal trade. 

There is a contrast between this and the mixed coinage from Traprain Law, where it was probably used as change specifically for trade with the Romans, not within local society. 

Presumably the silver coins were seen as valuable objects rather than coinage. The point could be made by analogy to modern coinage - a pile of small change versus a £50 note.

Some tribes traded with the Romans. At Traprain Law in East Lothian, commodities such as grain or hides were traded for Roman goods.

selection of Roman material from Traprain (1st-2nd century  material)

· brooches

· other metalwork

· glass

The Romans also used diplomacy, giving gifts to local chieftains far beyond the frontier to win them over. 

· Helmsdale bowls

· Turriff jug

Some Roman habits, like drinking wine, were adopted by important locals to show off their status.

· wine amphora (Gauloise 12 type from France), Carlungie

· patera, Dowalton & Barochan Loch

· dipper & strainer set, Glenshee

· engraved glass drinking cup, Traprain

Roman objects were used as status symbols in local society.

· pillar-moulded bowl fragment, Castlehill Wood Dun

· pillar-moulded bowl

This highlights a general problem, in that much of the Roman pottery and glass from native sites is fragmentary and unimpressive in its current state, but would once have been very striking.

Torwoodlee 

· sherds of Samian, amphorae (including "carrot" amphora for dried fruit from Egypt), coarse ware
· glass vessels

· brooch, Carlungie

· brooch, Inchyra

· cock brooch, Bow Broch

Powerful local chieftains controlled contact with the Romans, keeping most of the Roman objects and passing some on to their followers.

· Ruberslaw hoard

· enamelled disc brooches, Leckie Broch

Valuable goods passed as gifts from one chief to another, sometimes ending up hundreds of miles from the Roman frontier.

· Samian ware, Okstrow Broch, Orkney
· Samian ware & Rhenish ware beaker, Keiss, Caithness
There are various alternative mechanisms for the spread of this material, including Roman traders and diplomatic gifts, although the latter seems more likely for the high-value material (such as the Helmsdale bowls). 

Roman objects were used by the natives in their own ways, for example in ceremonies and ritual.

· Stanhope hoard

The Stanhope hoard contains a mixture of Roman and native material. It comes from high on an isolated hillside in a position not calculated for recovery and hence the hoard was likely to be votive.

Covesea Cave 
- 
· metalwork & glass

· pottery

· coin hoard

The Covesea material was deposited in a cave which has Pictish symbols carved on the walls. Recent excavations indicated that the cave would have been regularly flooded, and the most reasonable explanation is that the material was deliberately deposited in religious activities. The 4th-century coin hoard from the cave is a particularly strong example, as one coin is pierced for suspension, showing they were not for use as coinage.

Roman objects provided valuable raw materials, and were re-used for other purposes.

· re-used Samian for rubbing (perhaps treatment of hides or colouring) : Traprain Law
· glass reused for beads and bangles: pillar moulded bowl & bangle : Traprain Law
it is well documented that copper alloys melted down and reused - presence of zinc

· silver (coins and hacksilver) melted down and reused: Early Historic silver: Norrie’s Law, fife
4.  changes in the later Roman period

When the Romans left Scotland, they tried to keep the frontier secure by maintaining contact with friendly tribes and bribing others.

· late Roman brooch, Moray Firth

Traprain

· late Roman glass beads

· late Roman brooch, strap-ends & buckle

· late Roman Crambeck bowl

The Traprain site material shows continuing, and even increasing, contact in the 3rd and 4th centuries, which is otherwise unusual in southern Scotland - this is generally seen as an attempt by the Romans to keep good relations with the tribe who controlled the vital eastern side of Scotland.

· Falkirk hoard

The Falkirk hoard is best seen as payment to troublesome tribes in the wake of the Severan campaigns in the early 3rd century. It is a large hoard of some 2000 coins, and is a very tangible visual indicator of the lengths the Romans would go to secure the frontier.

It can be supported by a quote from Dio Cassius (LXXV,5,4) referring to the British governor buying peace in the early 3rd century:

"Lupus was forced to buy peace from the Maetae for a large sum".

The Maetae inhabited the area around Stirling.

Nicholas Holmes
Traprain Treasure
· General view

· Flask

· Hercules bowl interior

· Hercules bowl exterior

· Rim of bowl 19

· Crushed flask detail

· Wine cup

· Strainer with chi-rho

· Belt terminal

· Panther handles

The Traprain Treasure is the highspot of this section. This hoard of early 5th-century hacksilver is the largest of its kind in Europe. It contains numerous striking pieces, mainly fragmentary with some intact or restored ones.

Various interpretations have been proposed, but the one to be preferred in the displays is that it was a diplomatic gift or payment to the Votadini, a friendly tribe, to secure their support in keeping the frontier free from the ravening hoards of Picts and Scots. The other option, that it is raider's loot, should be mentioned, but is not to be given much credence.

The hoard dates to the early 5th century, the dying days of Roman Britain, and can be seen as a desperation measure. It links to late Roman statements about the pressures the province was under from Picts, Scots and Germans.
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